
{p3} Style Journey  This project is inspired by conceptual themes 
found in the 2015 SHSU Common Reader, Enrique’s Journey, by Sonia Nazario                                                                

Challenge:
You will create a series of THREE pieces that accurately & creatively 
replicate the images {design + color relationships} that you are given. You 
will not know the orientation of the image or the end result of what the 
image is, as the series moves from non-representational/non-objective, to 
abstraction to realism. Each piece represents part of a whole. The whole 
will be revealed once all WASHers complete the project & install it one the 
wall. It is important that you understand that these pieces will be part of a 
larger image, however, each piece should be created to stand alone & be 
complete.
Non-Representational/Non-Objective: A style that does not readily represent any object, 
figure or entity recognizable from life.                                                                                     
Abstraction:  A mode of representing identifiable objects that, to a greater or lesser degree, 
stresses the essential rather than the particular. Extracting the essence of an object; to separate 
or draw something out thru simplification and/or exaggeration.                                                                                                                     
Realism: Describes a representational style that is relatively faithful to the appearance of things 
in the real world.

Non-Representational/Non-Objective
Phase One: 18” x 24” Bristol paper structure
Image given {M: 10.12 & T: 10.13} due & installed* on W: 10.14 & R: 10.15

Abstract 
Phase Two: 18” x 24” Masonite with cradle frame {no shadow boxes}
Image given {W: 10.14 & R: 10.15} due & installed* on M: 10.19 & T: 10: 20

Realist
Phase Three: 6” x 6” Masonite with cradle frame {no shadow boxes} 
Image given {W: 10.14 & R: 10.15} due & installed* on M: 10.19 & T: 10.20

*Please follow your WASH team faculty’s instructions on where, how & exactly what time the 
work needs to be installed. Instructions may vary slightly for each crew.

Surface Materials:
Phase One will involve only gesso, acrylic paint & Bristol paper {from our 
material list}. No other materials may be used in Phase One.
For the remaining phases, you may choose to use any material or 
combination of materials for this project in order to reach your goal of 
accurately & creatively replicating {both in color & composition} each phase 
of this image.
Consider what tools you can use to achieve the most interesting surfaces. 

WASH
  {Workshop in Art Studio + History}

surface        

S T U D I O
Elements + Principles of Design: 
Do you remember what they are? 

Vocabulary to Investigate:                                              
achromatic                                 
assemblage                                      
attachment                                   
additive vs subtractive                                                                                
balance                                       
composition                                   
concept/content                                 
color                                               
collage                                
craftsmanship                                       
contour                                             
corner band clamps                                                    
cradle frame                                              
density                                                  
elevation                                     
economy                                                  
gravity                                                
harmony                                            
implied line/implied shape                                                                 
negative/positive space                                      
pattern                                              
plane                                                  
relief                                              
repetition                                               
rhythm                                                      
scale                                                   
sampling                                            
tension                                                                                               
texture                                                
visual communication                         

Collaborative Teaching Team:                                          Valerie + Ron + Jess + Heather Joy

shsuWASH.com



You may choose to extend out off the picture plane or build up the surface using 
collage or assemblage techniques, while staying within the 18”x24”, or 6”x6” picture 
plane.

Be thoughtful in both the materials that you choose, as well as how you use 
those materials. 

You will use the entire surface measurements {no borders}, remember these 
will be a component of a larger piece. 

Consult the “bad idea” material list posted by the tool room door.
All materials/objects carry MEANING. 

ONLY WELL CRAFTED WORK WILL BE INSTALLED IN 
THE GROUP CRITIQUE INSTALLATION.

Structure Building:
Bristol paper for phase one will need to be TRIMMED to be exactly 18”x24” 
measurement. 
Cradle frames will require the purchase of lumber. You will need exactly 12 ft. of 
lumber for this project. You may choose to purchase {1} 12’ piece  OR {2} 6’ pieces. 
The width of the lumber can be 1” OR 2” OR 3”. You will want to consider how to 
handle the sides of the frames. 

Objectives:
- Accurately & creatively replicate each image, per the style requirements.
- Construct the surface through an understanding of color & design. 
- Exercise creative problem solving, while considering the element of 
chance. 
- Develop a series of pieces that evolve from non-representational, to 
abstract to realism. 
- Execute compositions with excellent craftsmanship appropriate to 
concept.
- Build an understanding of material sensitivity & building techniques 
- Demonstrate a deeper understanding of color layering & building.
- Gain confidence in your ability to work within limitations & a collaborative 
installation outcome. 

It is crucial that you keep EACH color photocopy of all 
three phases of this assignment!!!

Grade Evaluation:
Design + Concept + Craft + Presentation/Professionalism + Problem Solving/Process


