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Week 4 Visual Journal Assignment  {free sketchbook we gave you} 
 
1. Watch this video. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqCH8uFdCG8 
 
 
Wengechi Mutu “This You Call Civilization” 
 
“Wangechi Mutu's work boldly explores the contradictions of female and cultural identity, drawing the 
viewer into conversations about beauty, consumerism, colonialism, race, and gender. Her representations 
of the human form are disturbing and transfixing, at once utterly complex and strikingly direct.” 
 
2. Answer these questions in your Visual Journal.  

• How does color play a role in Mutu’s work? How would the work change in grayscale?  
• How does space play a role in Mutu’s work? Do you think it enhances or detracts from 

the wok?  
• Describe the context of the work. For example, the artist context, social context viewing 

context, internal context, art historical context. Review these terms from Chapter One in 
your textbook. 

 
3. Project 
In your visual journal create two (2) full page artistic pieces, these can be drawings, collages, 
photographs, etc. that convey a sense of your identity using social context. Think about where you come 
from, where you are, what influences you, etc. Use the formal techniques you have learned. 
Craftsmanship is important as is concept.  
 
Materials may include-pens, colored pencils, sharpies, glue, magazines (color or black and white), any 
paper, photographs.  
 
 
THIS IS NOT DUE NEXT WEEK. You will be given VJ assignments each week. Your 2ndVJ checkpoint, 
where we will be grading it will be during WEEK EIGHT. 
 
Your Visual Journal is your landing zone for ALL THINGS WASH....so please us it! 
:: Handouts, lists, notes, sketches & research for all for your projects. Your goal will be to FILL IT UP with 
things that inspire you this semester!  
 
 
What is DUE NEXT WEEK? {Read handouts...all DEADLINE information time/date is there} 
 - Surface phase one {magazine due} and all building/making materials 

- Space Hybrid one-on-one critiques 
 - Week 5 outlines & Presentations 
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Materials needed ASAP? {being prepared = fun} 
18” Cork backed Metal Ruler {1} 
Modge Podge {gloss or matte finish} 
T-pins {1 package} 
Hot Glue Gun {1} 
Binder Clips {6 small} & {5 medium} 
Hot Glue sticks {100 pack} 
Blue Painters Tape {3 rolls} 
Cutting Mat 12” x 18” {1} 
Xacto Knife with extra blades {1} 
Strathmore 300 Series-smooth-Bristol Pad 19” x 24” {1 pad; 20 sheets} 
Utility Knife/Box Cutter with extra blades {1} 
Elmer’s Glue {1} 
Glue stick {1} 
Scissors {1} 
Digital Camera or Camera Phone {1} 
Sandpaper/Sanding Block {2} 
Wax paper 
Paint brushes 
Black and white acrylic paint 
Corner clamps (pac man clamps) available at BearKat Art Supply 1108 16th St 
11”x17” masonite available at BearKat Art Supply 1108 16th St 
LUMBER available at Home Depot  
 
 
Lost? {we know stuff...ask us!!} 
:: Email a process image of your work + we will tell you if you are on the right track 
:: Hunt thru our WASH fb page for inspiration {sampling} NOT straight up copying! 
:: Contact your table team {stay connected!!!} 
 
 


