
{p5} GIF Animation-exploration phase 

This phase of the project can be completed during studio time on M{3/28} & T{3/29}                                
Email your GIF solution to your space studio faculty.                                                    
The subject of the email should read: Your first name, Crew, GIF animation                 
Email must be received by submission deadlines, listed below.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Quick Show & Tell on Laptops will occur at the end of studio time:                                                                                                       
MW Crew: M{3/28} @ 3:30pm; email submission deadline 6pm                                                                        
PM Crew: M {3/28} @ 8pm; email submission deadline 11pm                                                                                             
TR Crew: T {3/29} @ 3:30pm; email submission deadline 6pm                                                                             

Challenge:                                                                                         
Research a variety of GIF animations online, using the resource list on the 
left as a jumping off point. Create one animated GIF that visually 
communicates the sequence of time, using three original images. The first 
image will demonstrate the number one or the beginning of a sequence; the 
second the number two or the middle of a sequence; and the third the 
number three or the end of a visual sequence. In order to create one visually 
interesting & successfully paced GIF, you will need try several approaches & 
explore different techniques for making original imagery. This is an 
opportunity to research & explore animated GIFs. Have fun! 

GIF Animation: An image encoded in Graphics Interchange Format 
{GIF}, which contains a number of individual images or frames in a single 
file, usually in a web browser. The frames are presented in a specific order to 
convey a short animated sequence. An animated GIF can loop endlessly or 
stop after a few seconds. 
Original Imagery: A surface or image that is created by the artist & is 
original in both design & content. 

Objectives:                                                                                   
+ Learn the skills necessary to create an animated GIF in Photoshop.                                                                                        
+ Expand critical thinking, problem solving & comprehension skills. 
+ Work constructively & creatively within a deadline. 
+ Execute high quality craftsmanship using digital media.                + 
Demonstrate technical skills needed to digitize and/or digitally manipulate 
original imagery. 
+ Create, edit & export files following set technical guidelines. 

Materials:                                                                                               
Visual Journal, Digital camera or smartphone, MacBook Pro, Photoshop CC 
or CS6 {in accordance with SHSU Laptop Initiative Policy} and your Digital 
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Journal {USB flash drive}. There area many ways to create original imagery 
for this project, that may require a range of materials, depending on how you 
choose to approach this project. Original imagery could be created by using 
cut-paper, puppetry, stop- motion, claymation, hand-drawings/paintings, 
smartphone apps., and tablet drawings, just to name a few.


If you are unsure about your material choices, please ask. 
Items you can check out from WASH that might be helpful in this project: 
Digital Camera; Tripod; Clamp Lights; iPhone flexible tripod; Light table & 
Elmo; Digital Projector, which can all be checked out during studio hours & 
mentor hours.

Grade Evaluation:  
All WASH projects will be graded based on the following rubric:

Design {30} + Craft {30} + Concept {20} + Presentation/Critique {10} + Problem 
Solving/Artistic Process {10}.


Using Photoshop to create an animated GIF in 
ten easy steps!                                                          
Work through each step as a table team, helping each other along the way.                                                                                     
Do not get frustrated if this technology is new to you.                                         

Be patient with yourself & your team mates! 
Step One: Create three original images; The first image will 
demonstrate the number one or the beginning of a sequence; 
the second the number two or the middle of a sequence; and 
the third the number three or the end of a visual sequence. 

Step Two: Gather the images you want to animate into one 
desktop folder. 

Step Three: In Photoshop, open all of the files you have 
selected and stack them as individual layers in one 300 X 400 
pixel document. Resizing as necessary, arrange the layers into 
the correct order. Start with the last image you want to see {#3}, 
this will be the bottom layer. Then add layers/images until you 
add the image you want to see first {#1} as the top layer. 
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Step Four: Open the Timeline window {Window > Timeline} and 
use the drop-down menu to choose create frame animation 
and click the button. 

Step Five: In the Timeline menu {found at the top right corner 
of the palette}, click Make Frames From Layers. This will take 
each layer in your document and set it as an individual frame in 
the animation. 

Step Six: You will need to change/adjust the duration of each 
frame. Click the drop down button just underneath each frame 
image. This will bring up a menu where you can set duration. 
Set the first frame to 1 second, the second to 2 seconds and 
the third to 3 seconds. 

Step Seven: Use the drop down menu at the bottom of the 
Timeline menu to change how many times the animation will 
loop; choose FOREVER. 

Step Eight: It is time to save the image! Click File > Save for 
Web, set the file format to GIF, change & other options if 
needed* and save the image. 

Step Nine: Open your new animated GIF in any web browser to 
view. 

Step Ten: You now have an animated GIF taken from individual 
frames. In fact, as long as each frame exists as a separate layer 
in Photoshop, the Timeline palette can be used to create, edit 
and recreate the GIF an many times as you want. Once you are 
happy with your GIF, email your final solution to your space 
faculty. The subject of the email should read: Your first 
name, Crew, GIF Animation. Email must be received by 
deadline listed above. *A note on Optimizing Your Files: It is easy to unintentionally create 
exceedingly large animated GIF files. The quickest ways to cut things down is to crop and/or resize to an 

image less than 300 X 400 pixels at 72dpi, limit colors, or eliminate frames {this can be done in the Save for 

Web dialogue}. Keep everything under 900K. 
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